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Dear Member, Associate or Home Care Professional: 

It’s been almost one year since I accepted the position of President of the Home Health Services 

Association of New Jersey (HHSANJ).  The past year the Board of Directors worked tirelessly on many 

initiatives intended to strengthen our organization, and I remain deeply humbled by the outpouring of 

volunteerism that continues to be an ever-present part of the HHSANJ story.  Today, your entire Board 

of Directors and CEO are volunteers.  Volunteers who contribute their time to making a difference, 

because making a difference is deeply personal to each of us. 

We are the only association in New Jersey that is 100% dedicated to the needs of Health Care Service 

Firms.  Our membership has grown to over 80 organizations including both private pay and Medicaid 

reimbursed agencies.  Our member agencies employ over 10,000 caregivers, nurses and staff 

employees, and they service even more clients.  We are an association primarily composed of agency 

owners and directors who care deeply about the well-being of others. 

The key initiatives successfully undertaken by HHSANJ this past year include: 

Mr. Joseph Maddaloni, Jr., Esq. became the volunteer CEO of HHSANJ 

Every organization needs a skillful and qualified CEO.  This year Joe joined HHSANJ as a volunteer CEO.  

Joe has served our industry for almost 3 decades.  He is currently a Partner at Schenck, Price, Smith & 

King, LLP and continues to represent many Health Care Service Firms in Regulatory and Wage & Hour 

compliance.  Joe’s depth of knowledge and experience is a tremendous asset to the HHSANJ 

membership, and I continue to be amazed by Joe’s insight, wisdom and experience.  

Expanded the Board of Directors 

We brought on several new members this year and our Board of Directors now includes the following 

volunteers:   

Board of Directors 

Adam Blecker, President 

Debbie Graulich, Vice President 

Gary Raymond, Treasurer 

Edith Moreno, Secretary 

Chris Capobianco, Legislative 

Eydie Shapiro, Membership 
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Quarterly Membership Meetings, On-Topic, with Outstanding Guest Speakers 

This year’s HHSANJ Membership Meetings brought extremely important topics to the table, while we 

hosted incredible speakers, including: Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno; Senator Nellie Pou, 

Legislative District 35 in Paterson; Howard Pine, Deputy Director, NJ Office of the Attorney General, 

DCA.  We also flew in speakers from across the country to speak on Grass Roots Legislative Outreach, 

Human Resources and Caregiver Recruitment.  In addition, we hosted several lawyers and CPAs to 

update our membership on various topics germane to our industry.  Lastly, HHSANJ CEO, Joseph 

Maddaloni Jr., and HHSANJ Lobbyist Firm 1868 addressed the membership and kept everyone informed 

throughout the year. 

We unlocked the voice of our Membership through Committees 

The biggest frustration I have felt as an agency owner, has been the feeling that decisions are being 

made for me, without foundational knowledge of the cause-and-effect on our industry, on our clients, 

and on our employees.  HHSANJ offers all our members the ability to take this helpless energy and turn 

it into something useful and impactful through our committees.  Every member will benefit greatly from 

passively consuming our educational programs and quarterly meetings; however, to make a real 

difference, I urge all of you to transition into an active role within our association. Our legislative 

committee is highly active, and our membership and Medicaid committees are just getting started.  

Whatever barrier is standing in your way, knock it down and get involved.  If you value your HHSANJ 

membership, you are already qualified to get involved.   

Legislative Committee and Outreach 

This year we have launched our Legislative Committee with great success, co-chaired by our Legislative 

Board Member, Chris Capobianco and Colleen Koenig.  This committee has been instrumental in HHSANJ 

progress on issues that matter most to our members, including: Illegal Registries, Certified Financial 

Audit, CNA/CHHA reciprocity, Minimum Wage, S667 Regulations, Medicaid Reimbursement Rates, and 

more.  In addition, HHSANJ is in the process of bringing Legislative Outreach to our friends and members 

through a program that efficiently enables you to reach out to your legislators on issues that affect the 

Health Care Service Firm Industry.  If you are interested in participating in this program, please email 

Legislative@HHSANJ.org to be added to our mailing list. 

Irma Camaligan, RN was appointed to the New Jersey Board of Nursing 

We were successful in our endorsement of Irma Camaligan, RN for a seat on the New Jersey Board of 

Nursing.  Irma, is our Immediate Past-President and was appointed by Governor Chris Christie to the 

New Jersey Board of Nursing on September 29th, 2017.  Irma has a profound understanding of the 

challenges facing our industry.  Her appointment to the Board of Nursing is a victory for all New Jersey 

citizens. 

Reestablished the “Alliance to Protect Home Care” PAC Fund 

The PAC Fund represents a significant step forward in our lobbying efforts and legislative outreach.  

Being able to attend various fund-raisers, being able to support legislators that support our industry and 

being able to put money behind our mission is a critical step to affecting change and being heard.  The 

PAC Fund is something we encourage everyone to participate in.   

mailto:Legislative@HHSANJ.org
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Exclusive Insurance for Live-In Wage & Hour Defense 

HHSANJ, in a joint effort with Brian Monaghan of T.C. Irons insurance, were successful in leveraging the 

size of our association to create an exclusive policy for additional Defense coverage to support the Wage 

& Hour exposure brought on by the changes to the Live-In landscape.  There are very few options for 

agency owners who wish to purchase insurance for this liability.  This unique opportunity, offered 

exclusively to HHSANJ Members, expands the available defense coverage to $250,000.  The more of our 

membership who purchase this insurance, the more leverage HHSANJ will have as we negotiate for 

indemnity coverage in the future. 

A Seat at the Table 

The DCA has invited HHSANJ to participate in their brainstorming sessions, as they plan to migrate the 

CHHA Application process to an on-line version.  HHSANJ’s views were well received by the DCA, and we 

are hopeful that we can impact the process to make it more efficient to get potential CHHA’s through 

the certification process.  HHSANJ also had private audiences with Senator Poe and other NJ legislators 

to discuss legislative and regulatory initiatives that are important to our industry.  Senator Pou has 

committed to working with HHSANJ on comprehensive legislative and regulatory change to address 

many of our members’ concerns. 

Established a Discount Program & Member-Only Offers 

From tailored insurance for our industry, to free Staples Advantage membership, HHSANJ is leveraging 

the size of our membership to bring our members deep discounts on services that directly affect our 

bottom-lines.  Save on everything from Gloves and Copy Paper, to Insurance, Audits, and Websites.  

Members can access the entire Discount Program from the Members-Only section on HHSANJ.org. 

The HHSANJ Core Values  

• Always Put Consumer Protection First 

• Give our Members a Voice 

• Encourage Volunteerism 

• Lead with Integrity 

• Act Honestly 

• Provide Education 

• Be an Advocate  

As our membership contemplates the challenges ahead, we shall align around these Core Values, with 

our focus being the improvement of Consumer Protection.  

Call to Action 

I can assure you that we do not intend to rest on our laurels.  The Board of Directors is committed to 

building on the progress that we have made this past year and we intend to carry this momentum into 

2018.  With the continued support of our members, and the added support of new members, HHSANJ’s 

voice will be even stronger as we expand on the initiatives undertaken this year.  HHSANJ will continue 



 

{01867969.DOCX;1 } 

to proactively pursue legislative and regulatory changes that bolster Health Care Service Firms and 

improve Consumer Protection.   

HHSANJ runs an extremely lean operation and we remain committed to a fully volunteer Board of 

Directors who continue to volunteer thousands of hours to make a difference in our community.  We 

spend money where it counts, and employ a lobbyist firm, 1868, to ensure we can make an impact on 

the issues that matter most.  HHSANJ needs you now more than ever.  The issues at stake are much 

larger than the membership fee.  The issues effect our ability to continue to help people, and continue 

to deliver quality care in New Jersey.  We need you, we need your voice, your membership, your 

involvement.  

If you are a Health Care Service Firm and are committed to delivering Quality, Ethical home care, then 

renew or join our association today.   

“Left Foot, Right Foot, Breathe. Repeat.” 

- Pat Summitt, Legendary Basketball Coach 

(her mantra as she battled Alzheimer’s disease) 

 

In Health, 

 

 

Adam Blecker 
President, Board of Directors 
Home Health Services Association of New Jersey 
PO BOX 5028, PARSIPPANY, NJ 07054 


